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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is the first Office action on the merits of Application No. 10/789,833, filed on 27 

February 2004. Claims 1-8 are pending. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-8 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claim l_i 

The prior art of record fails to show or render obvious a gearing switch device 
comprising a combination of an input gear, a casing, a speed reduction device, a switch 
assembly, and a plurality of idle gear sets, as recited in the claim; specifically, wherein 
the switch assembly includes a switch member having a central hole, a plurality of 
recesses defined in an outer periphery of the switch member such that the transferring 
gears located in the recesses, and engaging teeth defined in a side of each recess. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance.” 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

• Chen (U. S. Patent No. 6,655,470) teaches a speed changing mechanism for tools as 
shown in Fig. 1 . 

• Madonia et al. (U. S. Patent No. 3,921,264) teaches an electrically operated rotational 
actuator as shown in Fig. 3. 

• Cannaliato (U. S. Patent No. 5,897,454) teaches an automatic variable transmission for 
power tool as shown in Fig. 4. 

• Potter et al. (U. S. Patent No. 6,43 1 ,289) teaches a multi-speed power tool transmission 
as shown in Fig. 12. 

• Chung (U. S. Patent No. 6,086,502) teaches a switching device of reduction gear set as 
shown in Fig. 1. 

• UK Patent Application No. GB 2059524 A teaches a device for changing the speed ratios 
as shown in Fig. 2. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David D. Le whose telephone number is 571-272-7092. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (0700-1530). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Charles A Marmor can be reached on 571-272-7095. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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